
























 
  

  

  
   

   

 
    

    
  

   
    

 
   

Raul’s Story 
• Armed services veteran 
• Single-income household 
• High-deductible health plan 

Diagnosis & Treatment 
• Prostate Cancer (Stage 3, Regional) 
• Surgery and radiation therapy 

Social/Economic Situation 
• Unable to afford out-of-pocket (OOP) costs 
• Stopped working soon after diagnosis 
• Needs identified: medical bills, food, utilities, transportation 

Result 
• Connected with Community Navigator 
• Received medical financial assistance (MFA) 
• Enrollment in Medicaid 

NCI R01CA237322 (Henrikson/Banegas); NCT05018000 
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Financial hardship 

…a situation in which an individual (or family) is unable to pay 
for essential living expenses, including the costs to ensure the 
health and welfare of the individual/family. 

adapted from U.S. Internal Revenue Service 
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Financial Hardship Among Latinos 

Source: Betancourt, 2024 Commonwealth Fund, Dec. 17, 2024. https://doi.org/10.26099/DG1R-ZH11; Artiga 2021. 
https://www.kff.org/covid-19/health-and-health-care-experiences-of-hispanic-adults/; UnidoUs. 2020. Latino-workers-
need-paid-sick-days (nationalpartnership.org); US Dept. of Labor. 
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/wb/data/earnings/median-annual-sex-race-hispanic-ethnicity 1919 

https://www.dol.gov/agencies/wb/data/earnings/median-annual-sex-race-hispanic-ethnicity
https://nationalpartnership.org
https://www.kff.org/covid-19/health-and-health-care-experiences-of-hispanic-adults
https://doi.org/10.26099/DG1R-ZH11




Costs of Early vs. Late Diagnosis of Prostate Cancer 
● A Latino man's lifetime economic contribution is ~$2.17 million 

○ Based on a $48,000 annual wage (average annual salary for a Latino male) over a 45-year career 

Scenario Treatment & Estimated Work 
Absence 

Healthcare 
Cost 

Lost Wages 
Calculation 

(Absence x Annual Income) 

Total Loss on U.S. 
Economy 

(Lost Wages x New Prostate Cancer 
Cases Annually) 

        
      

          

      

   

    
 

      

       
   

     
 

       
            

 

 
 

      
   

     
 

                       
              

Early Detection and 3-month absence, then full return 0.25 × $48,240 $12,060 x 12615 patients$27,500 = $12,060 = $152.1 millionCare to work until retirement 

Late Detection and 6-month absence, then forced to (0.5 + 10) × $48,240 = $506,520 x 7699 patients$77,000 $506,520 = $3.9 billionCare retire 10 years early 

No Intervention/ Death occurs with 20 years of 20 × $48,240 $964,800 x 2586 patients$0 = $964,800 = $2.5 billionEarly Death potential work life remaining 

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Usual Weekly Earnings of Wage and Salary Workers Second Quarter 2025. Economic News Release USDL-25-1181, released July 22, 2025; Mariotto AB, et al. Cancer Epidemiol 
Biomarkers Prev. 2020 Jul;29(7):1304-1312. doi: 10.1158/1055-9965.EPI-19-1534; American Cancer Society, *Cancer Facts & Figures for Hispanic/Latino People 2024-2026* 
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Overview 

● Be proactive in asking and expressing cost questions and cost 
concerns to medical care team 

● Proven solutions include early interventions and screenings, 
culturally-tailored navigation, and community-based programs 
that reduce financial hardship 

● Develop interventions specific to Latino mens’ experiences, roles, 
and preferences 
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